APPENDIX C

Play Area Guide

Managing a play area

In order to ensure continued investment in its major play areas, the Council is looking for
interested parties to put forward viable proposals that would fund both the maintenance and as
required the replacement of the equipment for some small play areas.

These play areas include:

Dacre Road, Rosehill and Symons Rd play areas in Hitchin;

Jackmans Recreation Ground, Linnet Close and Oaktree Close play areas in Letchworth;
Ivel Road play area in Baldock;

Betjeman Road & Farriar Court play areas in Royston; and

Chilterns, Cleveland Way, Fairfield Crescent and Merrick Close play areas in Gt. Ashby

Firstly, if not already established you will need to form a legally recognised body such as a
registered Friends of Group or Residents Association. Our Community Development team will
be happy to assist you in this. Please contact our Community Manager, Stuart 1zzard on 01462
474854 or email stuart.izzard@north-herts.gov.uk.

What we will do

The Council will transfer the play area to the group in the form of a 25 year lease. The lease
will be legally binding and it is recommended that you obtain your own legal advice to ensure
you are happy with it. The lease will stipulate what the Council expects from you and what you
can expect from the Council.

The Council will continue to maintain the grass and any trees or shrubs that may be present
along with litter picking the area and emptying the bins.

What you will do

In summary you will become responsible for the regular inspection and maintenance of the play
area including the equipment, safety surfacing, litter bins, seat, fencing etc. You will also be
responsible for the replacement of equipment as and when required.

You will need to take out your own public liability insurance. This charity insurance page
provides useful information on insurance and other information of interest to community
groups.

Inspections and risk assessments

The play area must remain open for general public use and the Council expects you to maintain
it in a safe and clean condition for use.

Currently the Council inspects its play areas on a daily basis and you may wish to contact our
grounds maintenance contractor for a quote to do this on your behalf. Our contractor can be
contacted via andrew.mills@north-herts.gov.uk. We have found that these recorded daily
inspections pay dividends in defending insurance claims. If you wish to do the inspections
yourself The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) can arrange suitable
training. ROSPA can be contacted at enquiries@rospa.com.
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Each year you will be required to undertake an independent risk assessment of the play area
and send a copy to the Council. The Council will expect you to undertake any remedial work
highlighted in the report. If any highlighted work identified as a risk to users is not undertaken,
the Council may have no option but to remove the item of equipment; if there are regular
failures, the Council will need to consider whether to terminate the lease.

The Council has negotiated a reduced rate with a specialist playground inspection company for
these annual inspections and you may wish to take advantage of this service. The current
charge is £50.00. If you prefer to make your own arrangements RoSAP will be able to provide
a suitable list of companies.

Considerations when taking on a play area

The check list below is not exhaustive but identifies some of things that you will need to
consider prior to taking on a play area:

Becoming qualified to undertake play area

. X Retaining records of safety inspections.
inspections.

Routine maintenance of the equipment such

as replacement swing seats and chains. Arranging public liability insurance.

Training for routine maintenance for example how

{[How to respond to public / media enquiries .
to safely replace a swing seat.

\Who will paint the equipment Arranging annual risk assessment

\What to do if you find hazardous waste such|What contact number to have displayed at the play
as needles from drug users. area in case of emergencies or complaints.

[How to quickly make safe a dangerous item|How to clean noxious substances from play
of play equipment. equipment e.g. dog mess, sick etc.

Further help and information

This may all sound rather daunting but it is important to realise upfront what is involved in
managing a play area. This information may help prevent future unexpected surprises.

If you google ‘Community Playgrounds’ you will see that a number of Councils have adopted a
similar approach. You will also be able to contact a number of community groups that already
manage play areas.

There are also a number of playground companies that will be able to offer help and guidance
especial on funding opportunities for community playgrounds. Below is a brochure from
Wicksteed Playgrounds that you may find of use.

If you wish to proceed with taking on the responsibility of your local play area, please contact
Steve Geach, Parks & Countryside Development Manager, steve.geach@north-herts.gov.uk, or
call 01462 474553.

Attachment Size

Wicksteed Playgrounds Funding Brochure 1.02 MB

0&S (20.03.18)


mailto:steve.geach@north-herts.gov.uk
https://www.north-herts.gov.uk/sites/northherts-cms/files/Wicksteed%20Funding%20Brochure.pdf

